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Join Us For Worship 

8:30 am  Worship 

9:15 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Traditional Worship  

Communion is observed on the 

First Sunday of the Month 



LOVE RENEGADES UPDATE Paula Renneisen 

Want to know what the Love Renegades are up to? 

The partnership between New Life United Methodist Church and Berwyn United Methodist Church was rec-

ognized by the Urban Commission of the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference as an Urban Alliance.   

The Eastern Pennsylvania Conference includes some of the most historic population centers in the country, 

including Philadelphia, Chester and Reading.  Since its founding in 1784, the Conference and its predecessors 

have been fully committed to working in ministry in each of our urban centers.  In 2012, the Annual Confer-

ence adopted a Comprehensive Urban Ministry Strategic Plan which had been designed and proposed by the 

Urban Commission.  The Plan presents a broad outline for a forward direction in Conference urban ministry.  

[excerpt taken from epaumc.org/Urban Ministry] 

In furthering our knowledge and understanding, four representatives from the Love Renegades, including 

Yattah Jones, Barbara Mekenney, Paula Renneisen, and Keima Sherriff, attended the recent ñChanging Rac-

ismò workshop on Friday, April 5 ï Sunday, April 7th.  Facilitators included a cross-racial, cross-gender team 

of two leaders from Visions, Inc. (www.visions-inc.org). 

The workshop focused on learning concrete strategies for: 

¶ Developing skills for addressing and changing attitudes and behaviors that perpetuate bias, discrimination, 

and other obstacles to equity 

¶ Understanding the personal costs to everyone of system of privilege and disadvantage 

¶ Recognizing institutional racism and other forms of systemic oppression and discrimination that affect 

members of historically excluded groups 

¶ Changing dysfunctional intra-racial and interracial behavior that undermine effective partnerships 

¶ Learning to acknowledge and interrupt the subtle (and often unintentional) dynamics that play out between 

ñmodernò forms of oppression and ñinternalized oppressionò 

The weekend was a very powerful and eye-opening experience, providing a new way of looking at the world 
based upon how people identify racially, ethnically, and culturally.   Attendance at this meeting was very use-
ful in building a foundation in which to continue having discussions to bridge gaps experienced in our church-
es.  If you would like to receive further information regarding the workshop, please contact Paula Renneisen 
(610.742.5862 or prenneisen38@gmail.com). There will be another Changing Racism Workshop help on Oc-
tober 18-20, 2019.  
 

A special THANK YOU to Yattah Jones for working with Dr. Anita Powell to complete the grant application 

from the Love Renegades.  Tuition for the workshop was facilitated by grant funds received from the Urban 
Ministries Urban Alliance Fund.  

http://www.visions-inc.org
mailto:prenneisen38@gmail.com


PROGRESSIVE SUPPER Rick Stoker 

The Adult Fellowshipôs annual progressive supper will be held on 
Sunday May 19, 2019.  You do not need to be a regular attendee 
of our events to participate, this event is open to all within our 
church family. 

The evening will start off at 5PM with appetizers at the home of 
Rick and Penny Stoker.  Next, we will proceed to the home of Jim 
and Darlene Spofford for the main course.  We will culminate the 
evening with dessert at the home of Judith Millsaps and Andy 
Robbins. 

You do need a reservation for this event but there is no charge.  
However, you may be asked to help with supplying an appetizer, 
part of the main course or a dessert.  Reservations will be taken in 
church on Sunday May 5 and May 12 or you can always call the 
office with your reservation. 

We highly recommend that you carpool with others to the various 
houses.    We hope to see you all there. 

The Mission Committee 
thanks everyone for their sup-
port of the Feed The 5000 
event.   

P2J (Pilgrimage to Jerusalem) Stephanie Borelly 
 
Thanks to all who participated! We are tallying up mileage and donations. Totals will be posted in the June 
issue of The Lighted Cross. If you have miles to post or wish to make a financial contribution please contact 
Stephanie at Johnborelly@comcast.net or you can call or text 610-299-6254. 

BREAKFAST WITH THE BUNNY & EGG HUNT  

Cindy Shallcross 

April 13th was a wonderful morning for a pancake, eggs and sausage 

breakfast with the Easter Bunny. There were about  100 guests young 

and old who came to enjoy the festivities. The foods Rick Stoker and 

his crew made and served were delicious and everyone filled their 

bellies. The Easter Bunny was a huge hit with the kids. They loved 

hugging and posing for pictures with her. She even told me before 

she left that she looks forward to coming next year. Baskets and bags were 

filled with many colorful eggs found during our indoor egg hunt./ Even though 

there were 800 eggs hidden, you may still find one or two in either the parlor, 

library or sanctuary. Pastor Tim used special eggs with symbols hidden inside 

to share the Easter Story. The day was well enjoyed by all who came. A 

HUGE Thank You to Rickôs crew, my egg hiders, the Easter Bunny, and Pas-

tor Tim for making this yearôs Easter festivities one to remember and strive to 

outdo next year! 

mailto:Johnborelly@comcast.net

